
several times. Independently of the state of the atmosphere of late,
this condition was perhaps remotely caused by a malformation and
transposition of the large intestine, in consequence of which a free and
thorough evacuation of the organ seldom if ever took place. * * * *

The rectum ascended from the anus to the right iliac fossa, thence up
through the right lumbar region to the under surface of the liver,
touching the gall-bladder. Then it bent sharply downwards, and de-
scended, in contact and parallel with the ascending portion, to the
right iliac fossa. The colon then crossed the lower part of the abdo-
men to the left iliac region, up through the left lumbar region, almost
to the stomach, terminating in the cœcum. * * * The portion disco-
lored with bile, from its contact with the liver, is where the sudden
and abrupt bend of the organ downwards took place. This sharp
flexure must have proved a serious obstruction to the evacuation of
the bowel. From this turn to the caput coli the bowel was very much
distended with flatus, and contained more than a quart of soft faecal
matter, of the consistency of thin mortar. The only other morbid
change found was an injected and softened state of the mucous coat
of the stomach."
An incision being made in the back part of the rectum, near the

anus, displayed a very great contraction of that organ just before its
original termination in the vagina. In fact, following this contraction
was a cul de sac which communicated with the vagina, about its mid-
dle, by a delicate valvular opening ; the artificial auus continued the
intestine down to its natural external termination. It will be under-
stood, therefore, that instead of a free communication between the in-
testine and vagina, there was a plaited condition of the mucous mem-

brane, as in the ordinary termination of the canal.
Dr. Warren called the attention of the Society to the fact, that the

descending colon in this, as in one of the published cases referred to,
was transposed, so that any operation for artificial anus, as usually
practised in the left lumbar region, would necessarily have failed of
its object. He also adverted to the very interesting fact, exemplified
in the present case, and to which the attention of the Society had
many years since been called by Dr. J. B. S. Jackson, viz., the very
constant termination of the intestine in the vagina in cases of imper-
forate anus in the female. Dr. J. has also remarked that in all the
cases of simple imperfbrate anus that he has examined in the male
subject, a small opening has been found between the rectum and the
membranous portion of the urethra ; and this opening in the male he
regards as analogous to the one above referred to in the female.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1864.

Communications to the Khode Island Medical Society for the
Years 1863-64.—We by no means expect from the Medical Society
of our geographically but in no other sense small neighbor, Bhode Is-
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land, so voluminous a volume of transactions as we should look for from
the Empire State, and so we are not disposed to make disparaging
comments on the modest pamphlet of forty pages which contains the
record of its proceedings for the present year. We are glad to see
each State in turn, at its annual meeting, doing its part in keeping
alive a spirit of professional emulation, and a desire to contribute
something to the common stock of medical literature. The annual
accessions to our positive knowledge from this source are getting to
be in the aggregate something that the members of the profession in
America may well be proud of, and every year shows a more evident
purpose to make these accessions more worthy of a permanent place
in the annals of medicine. Rhode Island contributes in this way for
the present year but two strictly professional papers, but they are
both interesting.
The first of these is a history of a case of comminuted fracture of

the skull, with depression to the depth of half an inch, reported byDr. Henry E. Turner. The operation of trephining was done several
days after the accident, the dura mater being found to be perforated,
admitting the first joint of the thumb into the vacancy in the cerebrum.
The case terminated successfully, and Dr. Turner expresses the opin-
ion that, although he should not feel justified in opening the dura ma-
ter under such circumstances, it was owing to the fact of such an

opening existing in this and a previous case in his practice of a simi-
lar character, that recovery took place. Dr. Turner also reports a
case of recovery from tetanus under treatment by opium.
The second paper is by the same author, on the Typhoid Dysentery

which prevailed in Newport during the latter part of the summer and
the autumn of 1863. This epidemic will be fresh in the memory of
many of our readers, exciting as it did at the time such serious appre-
hensions and numbering among its victims some of our well-known
citizens. The reputation of this watering place as a peculiarly healthy
resort made the epidemic in question all the more serious to the com-

munity at large, as numbers were exposed to its influence who had
come from distant homes. We have seen no attempt hitherto to ex-

plain the unusual prevalence of this disease in Newport. Dr. Turner
is inclined to attribute it to an exceptional prevalence of east winds.
He says :—" The prevailing wind, during the summer of 1863, instead
of being, as it usually is, from the southwest, was from the east ; and
the weather was damp, and the heat oppressive, in a degree very sel-
dom experienced in Newport. The declivity upon which most of the
city is built fronts the west, and, of course, the southwest winds com-
ing directly from the sea, and generally blowing hard for several hours
every day, ventilate the streets and yards very thoroughly ; whereas,the town is almost entirely sheltered from easterly winds, and, during
their prevalence, we are unconscious of any wind at all. This may
serve, in some measure, to explain the matter."
The disease was very fatal, and even where the symptoms were not

severe was unusually persistent and intractable to the usual remedies.
At a charitable institution known as Coasters' Harbor the mortality in
six weeks was more than ten per cent of the inmates, and this in a
situation " dry, elevated and airy." Whereas, in the garrison of 150
men at Fort Adams, on the other side of the harbor, and equally dis-
tant from the city proper, there was not a single case of dysentery ;
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although the men lived more or less irregularly, as soldiers will who
have the privilege of frequent visits to a city of the size of Newport.
The disease seems to have been as capricious in its attacks as some

of the epidemics of cholera and diphtheria have been, striking where
we should least have looked for it, and passing over localities natu-
rally calculated for its habitat. Thus " the localities where it most
prevailed were not those where it would have been most expected ; it
was a very different quarter of the city, and a very different class of
people which suffered, from those which were visited by the cholera
in 1854. It was not, as in that case, the poor and foreign population,surrounded by privation and filth, and bad drainage and negligence ;
but it was the well-to-do people, in the central and respectable streets,
who were the victims ; and so far as I know, the wharves and poorer
streets, which suffered most from cholera, were unusually(free from
disease."
The mortality was so great that during the months of August, Sep-tember and October the average of deaths was 31 per month, whereas

during the previous two years it had been but 13 per month ; a very
high death rate for a place usually so healthy.
A critical report, by a Committee of the State Society, on the plan

of the proposed Rhode Island hospital, is an interesting feature in the
publication before us. We are glad to learn that Rhode Island is to
have a hospital of her own, and that its construction is to be based on
such wise and mature deliberation as the report before us indicates.
We have no doubt it will be a model institution.
The usual obituary notices of deceased members, and the records of

business meetings, &c, complete the pamphlet.

New Use of Electricity.—The Medical and Surgical Reporter, of
Philadelphia, describes a new application of electricity to household
use, which promises to be of great public utility. The electric bracket,
by Robert Cornelius, ofthat city, is designed as an attachment to the
ordinary gas burner, " by which the gas may be lighted at any mo-
ment by the instantaneous production of a spark of electricity." It
consists of an instrument by which simple friction of two surfaces is
furnished by a movement as simple and easy as the turning of a key.
The apparatus is attached to the bracket, and connected with the gas
burner by a fine copper wire covered with silk, and terminating in a

platinum point one sixteenth of an inch from the aperture of the
burner. Merely lifting a rubber plug from its bed in a cup lined with
lamb's wool and silk, which constitutes the apparatus, produces a

spark which darts from the platinum point to the burner and ignitesthe escaping gas.

The Deaf and Dumb.—In a paper recently presented to the French
Academy, Dr. Boudin gives the following curious statistics : Mar-
riages of blood-relations form about two per cent, of all marriages in
France ; the deaf and dumb offspring, by birth of consanguineous
marriages, are in proportion to the deaf and dumb born in ordinary
wedlock—at Lyons, at least twenty-five per cent ; at Paris, at least,
twenty-eight per cent ; at Bordeaux, at least thirty per cent. 2. The
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proportions of the deaf and dumb, by birth, increase with the degree
of blood-relationship. If the danger of having a deaf and dumb child
in ordinary marriage, represented by figures, is one, there will be
eighteen in marriages between first cousins ; thirty-seven in marriages
between uncles and nieces ; seventy in marriages between nephews
and aunts. 3. At Berlin we find thirty-one deaf and dumb to ten
thousand Catholics, six deaf and dumb to ten thousand Protestants,
twenty seven deaf and dumb to ten thousand Jews. In other words,
the proportions of the deaf and dumb born grow with the facility
religion affords to consanguinity in marriage. 4. In 1848, twenty-
three deaf and dumb born of ten thousand whites were counted in the
territory of Iowa (U. S.), and two hundred and twelve deaf and dumb
among ten thousand slaves ; a shocking proof how little our social,
moral and religious laws are considered valid for the slaves. 5. The
misfortune of being born deaf and dumb falls not always directly from
parents wedded in consanguinity ; it appears sometimes indirectly
from marriages in which one of the parents issued from wedlock be-
tween blood-relations. 6. The most healthy parents, but related in
blood, may have deaf and dumb children ; while deaf and dumb pa-
rents, but not blood-related, very rarely beget deaf and dumb children.
1. The number of deaf and dumb born increases formidably in places
where natural obstacles stand in the way of cross-marriages. Thus
we have the proportion of the deaf and dumb, which in France in
general is six among ten thousand inhabitants ; in Corsica, fourteen in
ten thousand ; in the High Alps, twenty-three in ten thousand ; in
Iceland, eleven ; in the Canton of Berne, twenty-eight. 8. The num-
ber of the deaf and dumb in Europe may be reckoned at about 250,000.
—Annual of Scientific Discovery.

The American Pharmaceutical Association met in Cincinnati on the
21st ult. A large number of members from various parts of the Uni-
ted States were present. Mr. W. J M. Gordon, of Cincinnati, was
elected President, and Mr. H. N. Rittenhouse Recording Secretary.
In September of next year the Society are to meet in Boston.
At a meeting of the surgeon dentists of Boston and vicinity, last

week, an association was formed, to be known as the " United States
Surgeon Dentists' Protective Union," for the purpose of protecting
dentists against unlawful claims on patents, and for mutual fellowship.
A constitution and by-laws were adopted, and the following officers
elected:—President, J. Wetherbee, D.D.S., of Boston. Vice Presi-
dents, A. Lawrence, M.D., of Lowell, F. N. Seabury, D.D.S., of Pro-
vidence. Recording Secretary, Dr. E. G. Leach, of Boston. Corres-
ponding Secretary, E. C. Rolfe, M.D., of Boston. Treasurer, N. C.
Keep, M.D., of Boston. Directors, Dr. D. K. Hitchcock, J. A. Sal-
mon, J. McDougall, R. Cutter, E. N. Harris, of Boston ; S. Mallet,
New Haven ; W. N. Martin, Providence ; S. T. Locke, Nashua, N.
H. ; 0. R. Port, Brattleboro' ; W. F. Searle, Springfield. The Asso-
ciation will hold a convention in Chicago in August, 1865.
rrof. J. II. Armsby, of Albany, has again performed the operation

of ligature of the subclavian artery. The patient was Maj. J. C.
Kloch, of the 153d N. Y. Reg't, who was wounded by a shot in the
shoulder at the battle of Winchester. On the twenty-first day after
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the wound, alarming haemorrhage occurred, and Dr. A., on being sent
for, applied a ligature, as above stated, to the great relief of the pa-
tient—being the second time within the year that he has performed
this operation. The Major is represented as doing well.
The Medical Department of the University of Nashville, Tenn.,

still holds its course of instruction, chiefly under the management of
Dr. W. K. Bowling.
Dr. L. P. Savery, a well-known and respected physician in Denmark,

Me., was reclining in his carriage on the 10th inst., when some portion
of his harness gave way, and his horse became unmanageable, throwing
him out and injuring him internally, so as to cause his death in a few
hours.
At the recent battle of the " Opequan," near Winchester, Va.,

Sept. 19th, Dr. Isaac Smith, Jr., Asst. Surg. 26th Mass. Vet. Vol.,
while on the field humanely attending to our heroic brave, received a
severe wound in the joint of the first toe of right foot, at the metatar-
sal and phalangeal articulation. He is now at his father's residence
in Foxboro', the wound doing well.
At the Cumberland Hospital, located about a mile and a half from

Nashville, Tenn., the daily average of patients in August was 2,891 ;
attendants, 190. Total patients and attendants, 3,081. There were
washed and ironed daily, Sundays excepted, 2,500 pieces. Total cost
of provisions, during the month, at Government prices, $20,996 55.

VITAt, STATISTICS OP BOSTON.
For the Week ending Saturday, October 15th, 1864.

deaths.

Males. Females. Total.
Deaths during theweek. 49 39 88
Ave. mortality of corresponding weeks for ten years, 1853—1863, 38.3 39.2 77.5
Average corrected to increased population .... 00 00 84.87
Death of persons above90------- 0 0 0

Erratum.—In the last number of this Journal, page 227, line 33 from top, for " intercept"
read interrupt.
To Correspondents.—A letter from our Philadelphia correspondent came too late for

insertion in this week's issue. Several other papers have come to hand, and will receive
early attention.
Books Received.—Alcohol ; Its Place and Power—By James Miller : The Use and

Abuse of Tobacco—By John Lizars. Philadelphia : Lindsay & Blakiston.—Theory and
Practice of the Movement-Cure, &e. By Charles Lafayette Taylor, M.D. Philadelphia :

Lindsay & Blakiston.—The Philosophy of Marriage, &c. By Michael Ryan, M.D. Phila-
delphia : Lindsay & Blakiston.

Died,—At the Pensacola, Fla., Naval Hospital, on 1st inst., of remittent fever, Dr. Henry
L. Dearing, Act'g Ass't Surg. U. S. N., attached to steamer Genesee.

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, Oct. 15th, 88. Males, 49—Fe-
males, 39.—Abscess, 1—accident, 1—apoplexy, 2—inflammation of the bowels, I—conges-
tion of the brain, 2—disease of the brain, 2—bronchitis, 1—cancer, 1—cholera infantum, 4
—consumption, 17—convulsions, 2—diarrhoea, 3—diphtheria, 1—dropsy, 1—dropsy of the
brain, 5—drowned, 1—dysentery, 1—erysipelas, 1—scarlet fever, 2—typhoid fever, 4—dis-
ease of the heart, 3—infantile disease, 1—intemperance, 1—congestion of the lungs, 1—
inflammation of the lungs, 4—marasmus, 3—old age, 2—paralysis^ 1—premature birth, 4—
puerperal disease, 2—scrofula, 2—smallpox, 1—disease of the spine, 1—suicide, 1—un-
known, 8.
Under 5 years of age, 37—between 5 and 20 vears, 5—between 20 and 40 years, 20—be-

tween 40 and 60 years, 18—above 60 years, 8. Born in the United States, 53—Ireland, 28—
other places, 7.
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